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FOREWORD

Pakistan is now being considered among Water Stress Countries as the situation is becoming
precarious because water availability in Pakistan has decreased from 5000 cubic meters per
capita in 1950s to 1000 cubic meters per capita in 2007, mainly due to increase in population,
inefficient irrigation, ill planning of water resource management, corruption and unequal water
rights, says a report of Asian Development Bank. More than 70% of the total population in
Pakistan does not have access to safe drinking water and more than 70,000 children die every
Wl year due to diarrhea and other diseases related to unsafe water and poor sanitation facilities
according to a report published by UNICEF. Ensuring the provision of safe drinking water to all
citizens is one the basic and constitutional responsibilities of State. Government has ratified
the United Nation's Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in 2001 and MDG 7 asks the UN
member States to reduce half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe
drinking water by 2015. However the government allocates only 0.2% of the total GDP to
provide such a vital facility of water and sanitation to citizenry whereby more than 50% of the
allocated resources go waste because of ill planning and corruption.

Nevertheless, in order to achieve this Goal the government launched the Clean Drinking
Water Initiative (CDWI) in 2005 and according to this initiative 452 WPFPs were to be installed
at each Tehsil level but up till April 2009, only 408 WPFPs are installed, as reported by Ministry
of Special Initiatives, whereas the target have been achieved till December 2007. 16 WPFPs
are installed in Multan so far and when AwazCDS-Pakistan got their water tested by Pakistan
Council of Research for Water Resources (PCRWR), 11 samples out of total 16 were declared
unfit for drinking. Major reasons of unfitness of WPFPs water, which are the only source of so
called safe drinking water facility, are contaminations of bacteriological and arsenic based
elements. The other indicators like Alkalinity, Conductivity, Hardness, Chlorine, PH, Sodium
and Potassium have also not been found according to the set quality standards of World
Health Organization. Without knowing this entire factual situation more and more people are
flocking to WPFPs in order to get so called safe drinking water. Despite spending their time and
energy to get access to WPFPs, most of the people could not even get water because most of
WPFPs are non functional and some are closed due to load shedding and all are closed on
holidays as if people do not need water if there are gazetted holidays like Eid festivals etc.
Realizing these extremely poor results of COWI in Multan it was decided to expand the
outreach of the study in all the 15 Districts and 52 Tehsils of Southern Punjab.

The findings of Study are alarming as none of the 11 selected samples are declared fit for
human consumption out of 116 WPFPs installed in Southern Punjab for the population of more
45.2 million. 22% WPFPs were found non functional and the remaining 68% were functional
but are in extremely poor conditions. According to the findings of study none of the installed
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and functional WPFPs are fitted with ultraviolet lamps which are used to kill bacteria as well as
none of them has capacity to treat, or lowering down quantity of, arsenic. Moreover none of the
installed WPFPs are being maintained according to standards as the change of filters and
cleanliness of drums is necessary atleast after a month.

Without any evaluation of phase-1 of CDWI and considering the failures related with WPFPs
functions, quality of water and maintenance issues the government has already started
implementing its second phase with another defective planning for the installation of 6626
WPFPs, one in each Union Council, across the country by June 2009. Therefore itis advisable
that this approach need to be given second thought in the light of suggestions given by this
#l study. There are many other challenges which are related to the growing impacts of World
Climate Change upon the water resources and its fair utilization and that requires a
comprehensive and well thoughtful program to confront with these growing and vital
requirements of safe drinking water.

This is first ever study conducted in Southern Punjab- Pakistan on such an important issue to
push government so as provision of safe drinking water must be given highest priority. We
hope this will an eye opener for our policy makers, legislatures, planners, district governments,
Tehsil Municipal Authorities (TMAs) and civil society organizations and activists and its
findings will help in reviewing present policies, strategies and evolving more comprehensive

and feasible plans for ensuring safe drinking water to all citizenry across the country. '

Towards the end, | on behalf of AwazCDS-Pakistan, warmly thankful to Mr. Saeed-ur-Rehman
for providing technical input for this study. | also acknowledge the role of team members of
Policy Research & Advocacy Program Unit as well as Coordinators of PARC-Networks for
collection of data and other related facilitations to me. Our special thanks to Pakistan Council
of Research in Water Resources (PCRWR), Multan & Bahawalpur and Water Clinic, Rahim
Yar Khan for their services for water sample tests.

Finally on behalf of AwazCDS-Pakistan we are also grateful to OxfamNovib, for providing
financial assistance to work on this enormously critical issue. We are also thankful to all the
participants of the study especially government functionaries for their willingness and
openness in sharing information and factual data related to this study.

We look forward to your feed back

Mohammad Zia-ur-Rehman
Chief Executive
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