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and analysis of the study reveals that the government itself is not sincere to uphold human rights
and especially empower women in the present male domination culture of the society. State's
malafied intentions are biggest obstacle in this respect.

This book has revealed many brutal ways of violating women rights under the guise of prevailing
discriminatory laws and customary practices. I hope this will an eye opener for our state
authorities, legislatures, scholars and civil society activists and its findings will help in their
future endeavors of human especially women rights campaigns.

I acknowledge the volunteer efforts of AwazCDS team and the members of .its PARCs for
conducting REFLECT circles as well as the services of Rana Riaz Saeed in compiling and
editing this report. I on behalf of AwazCDS-Pakistan also pay my sincere thanks to Oxfam
Novib for supporting the publishing and dissemination ofthis report.

1 look forward for your feed back.

Mohammad Zia-ur-Rehman
Chief Executive



Executive Summary

AwazCDS's Women Rights & Emancipation Program (WREP) is under progress since 2004
with an objective to create masses acceptance for the repeal of Hudood Laws and build pressure
to abolish the role of Punchayat and other discriminatory laws and practices promoting violence
against women. Program interventions commenced in four districts of Southern Punjab by
organizing a training workshop for community activists and Field Social Organizers (FSOs).

In the second phase of the program, 390 REFLECT Circles (RCs) in 226 union councils were
conducted in which 7764 persons (62 percent females) from different walks of life and
professions participated. In addition, 13 Tehsil and 4 District Forums were also organized. The
results of the RCs entails that 58 percent female participants were illiterate and the highest
illiteracy was in Rojhan whereas in Taunsa only 31 percent female participants were illiterate,
Among male, only 32 percent RCs participants were illiterates and mostly were from Rojhan.
Literacy rate among Jalalpur Pirwala participants was the highest, i.e., 94 percent educated.

Among the conventional customs and practices Watta-Satta or exchange marriage is the most
common practice (64 percent) and followed in all Tehsils but very common in Tehsil Taunsa and
Jatoi. However, it is least practiced in Multan and Muzaffar Garh. Divorce is significantly high
(31% incidences) in all Tehsils but more in Jatoi where Watta-Sarta is also well in fashion.
However, it is very unusual in Tribal area and Jampur. Punchayat system and domestic violence
- exists in 98 union councils. It is common in Rajan Pur but not reported in Muzaffar Garh.
Domestic violence is reported in 15 RCs of Rajan Pur and Kot Addu and was not reported in
Jalalpur Pirwala. Karo-Kari custom is followed in Tehsil Rojhan and Tribal Area the most and
was not reported in areas, which are either semi-urban or not dominated by Baloch tribes.
However, honour killing is well in practice in Tribal Area and Tehsil Jatoi. Dowry is largely
practice in Shujjaabad followed by Rojhan and DG Khan but no participant from Tribal Area
reported about it. Rape incidences are frequent in Jatol whereas participants of Jampur, DG
Khan, Kot Addu, Taunsa and Jalalpur Pirwala did not report about it. Fani was reported in 22
REFLECT circles and equally popular and practiced in Kot Addu and Tribal Area.

With regards to non-conventional customs and practices early age marriages are prevalent in
Shujjaabad. The custom sale and purchase of women for marriage or lust purposes is quite
frequent in Rajan Pur and Tribal Area. Custom of Aaf~&-4as are reported in practiced from
Rajan Pur and Jampur RCs participants. Rights of women in inherited property are normally
denied in Kot Addu and Tribal Area.







































































































































































































































